
 

 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Family, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!  I am truly thankful for each and every Desert Vista 
family; for your commitment and dedication to your child and their education, and for 
partnering with us and entrusting us with your child each day.  We take serving you and your 
family very seriously, and work to serve with excellence every day.  We recognize that although 
we are not perfect, we strive for continuous improvement and can only do that with the 
continual support and communication from our students and families.  On our journey through 
life, we encounter many ups and downs, joys and heartaches.  I encourage each of us to focus 
on all of the positives that we have in our life and embrace our loved ones this Thanksgiving 
weekend.  Take time to enjoy all that you have and share the love with others.  Please join me 
in expressing gratitude and thankfulness for the entire faculty and staff of Desert Vista High 
School.  They all work tirelessly to serve our students every day with excellence.  They embrace 
and love working with teenagers and know the importance of their job in shaping our young 
people to not only make it through high school, but to thrive in their lives during and post high 
school.  I am forever grateful and thankful for each faculty and staff member at DV. 
 
In keeping with the social and emotional well-being of all of our students, I am pleased to share 
that we are changing our final exam schedule to reflect the administering of two finals per day 
for three days, as opposed to three finals in two days.  We have also been able to shorten the 
day in order to provide time for students to reenergize for the next day of exams.  Lunch will 
not be served on any of the three days, but the cafeteria will have healthy snacks for purchase 
during the breaks.  Please see the schedule on next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

     

 

 

    

     

     



 

 

Desert Vista Final Exam Schedule   

 Tuesday 12/19/17  

Period Time  

1 8:20-9:50 am Min. 

Break 9:50-10:15 am 90 

2 10:20-11:50 am 25 

  90 

 Wednesday 12/20/17  

Period Time  

3 8:20-9:50 am Min. 

Break 9:50-10:15 am 90 

4/5 10:20-11:50 am 25 

  90 

 Thursday 12/21/17  

Period Time  

6 8:20-9:50 am Min. 

Break 9:50-10:15 am 90 

7 10:20-11:50 am 25 

   

 
 
In order to assist in the study preparation for teens please see the following information taken 
from Focus on the Family.  I hope you find it beneficial for you and your teen.  

Teens are sleeping much, much less than ever before. The National Sleep Foundation 

estimates that fewer than 15% of teens are getting the required 8 to 8.5 hours per night. 

The culprit? Cell phones. 

 Cell phones have blue light emitting rays that interrupt the production of melatonin, 

the hormone needed for sleep. 

 Late night cell phone use makes sleep especially challenging with constant alerts, 

notifications and updates from friends, games and social media. 

Chronically sleep deprived teens: 

 Perform worse academically than their better rested peers 

 Are more vulnerable to feelings of anxiety and depression 

 Are more likely to engage in risk taking behavior 



 

 

One of the very best ways to protect your child's sleep is to make sure digital devices are off 

one hour before sleep and stay off all night. Forcefield’s App Sleeper allows parents to 

create customized schedules when all apps, games and social networks automatically turn 

off so that teens can get the sleep they need. Apps automatically wake up in the morning. 

In addition to the "being able to sleep apps on mobile devices" feature, Forcefield lets you: 

 Block access to specific websites 

 See all apps installed on all devices 

 See all web browsing 

Click here for more information. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Staff Appreciation: 
The entire staff at Desert Vista would like to send out a HUGE thank you to our fantastic Staff 
Appreciation Committee and all of the families who donated and served us an absolutely 
delicious lunch last week.  It was very much appreciated!! 

 

http://fotf.forcefield.me/?refcd=563101&utm_campaign=563101&utm_medium=email&utm_source=resource#lp-pom-block-381


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Extra-Curricular Highlights: 
 

Marching Band – 7th State Championship Title 
"Congratulations to the DV Marching Band for winning both the AzMBA and the ABODA State 
Championships over the last two weekends, with scores of 86.6 (AzMBA) and 91.38 (ABODA) 
with their 2017 field show "From Time to Time"! 
 
The DVMB also won 2 caption awards at AzMBA (Visual and Percussion) and 4 caption awards 
at ABODA (Music, Visual, Percussion, and General Effect)! 
 
This is the 7th State Championship (in 8 years) for the DV Marching Band! 
 
Many thanks to our families, friends, supporters, sponsors, and administration and faculty/staff 
for making this season such a success!" 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Pictured: Josh Thye and seniors. 

 
 
Dr. Massimino Visits Desert Vista 
About 100 DV students attended a presentation by Dr. Massimino and Columbia admissions, 
and he was overheard saying, "I would like to be a high school student here.  I've never wished I 



 

 

could go back to high school until meeting these students.  That was fun!"  The photo taken 
below is group of students from Dan Zavaleta’s engineering classes that connected with Dr. 
Massimino, and yes, they are wearing aluminum foil caps made by the students and signed by 
Dr. Massimino. 
 
Here are some details about the program: 
 
This fall, Columbia Admissions has an important initiative that involves our Dean of 
Undergraduate Admissions and Financial Aid, Jessica Marinaccio, and one of 
our Columbia Engineering faculty members, Dr. Michael Massimino, traveling together to a few 
locations across North America and visiting high schools with an inspiring STEM lecture and 
presentation from one of our generation’s leading astronauts and public figures.  
  
Dr. Massimino is a professor at Columbia, but also a former NASA astronaut 
and Columbia Engineering graduate.  He and the Columbia staff have conducted many of these 
visits together and they have received an overwhelmingly positive response.  Dr. Massimino’s 
presentation typically consists of his personal narrative and path to STEM, combined with some 
more technical components of his mechanical engineering work. The primary goal is to inspire 
talented students to consider STEM and see all you can do in these fields. 
 

 
Pictured:  Jordan Buck, Jack Brake, Sam De Simone, Nicholas Stonecipher, Eric Simonson, Dr. Massimino, 
Peter Cornacchio, Nicole Garrity, Nic Sawaya and Nathaniel Macias. 



 

 

Yoga:  DV Teaches ASU 
On October 26th, six Advanced Yoga students, along with Ms. Amanda Goe, Desert Vista Yoga 
Instructor, traveled to the ASU Polytechnic campus to teach future Physical Educational 
teachers how to teach yoga to elementary school students. The class was a huge success; the 
ASU students were very impressed with our leadership, knowledge, and skill; many 
commented, "I can't believe these are high school students!" Yoga has become more and more 
popular in the United States, and during this process, has been stripped of many important 
components. In many gyms yoga has been broken down into asana classes (asana meaning 
pose or posture). Our goal was to share a traditional practice modified for a younger crowd, 
while also explaining important alignment cues, so poses are taught safely and effectively.  
  
Advanced Yoga is an elective class for 2nd-4th year yoga students who are interested in diving 
deeper into yogic philosophy, Ayurveda, and teaching others. Ms. Goe's class teaches both our 
preschool Thunder Tykes, and self-contained special education students once a month.  
 

 



 

 

 
Pictured:  Melina Cadman, Ava Jones, Trinity Evers, Olivia Johnson, Rylan Thompson and Kiara den Dulk.  

 

 
Rho Kappa Honors Social Studies Society Ceremony 
Written by Senior, Abigail Dotts, President of Rho Kappa 
 
On the night of Wednesday, October 18th, about 150 studious seniors and juniors were 
inducted into Desert Vista’s Rho Kappa Honors Social Studies Society. The traditional ceremony, 
which hosted the inductees, their respective friends and family, faculty, and Desert Vista 
teacher alumni, was none other than a huge success. We were so excited to be able to 
welcome back Dr. Neal Lester, a humanities professor at Arizona State University and founder 
of the service organization, Project Humanities, as our guest speaker. All in attendance 
including myself were enthralled by his impactful speech on the importance of collaboration 
and community. Through interactive chants and powerful public speaking, I believe that Dr. 
Lester not only opened a perfect transition into the pillars that define Rho Kappa, but opened 



 

 

the hearts and minds of the inductees to all this club has to offer. The ceremony then 
proceeded with the lighting of the candles, each representing the four pillars of Rho Kappa – 
truth, knowledge, wisdom, and service. The inductees then recited the fundamental principles 
of the society, in which they promised to uphold these four pillars, and pledged their allegiance 
to cultural service in the name of Desert Vista. I am so very honored to lead these diligent 
students as they fulfill the duties of a Rho Kappa member, and I cannot wait to see what they 
accomplish to aid the greater well being of our fellow humans, in and outside of our 
community. I am very grateful for the amazing supervisors and executive team I have behind 
me, and with our newly-inducted members, I am confident that it is going to be a successful 
year. 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Speech & Debate 
Desert Vista High School Speech & Debate team has been named one of the Top 100 schools in 
the National Speech & Debate Association for the 2016-2017 school year.  Desert Vista High 
School ranked number 92 out of more than 3000 schools nationwide.  Students earn points and 
degrees in out honor society based on competitive and service-related activities, ranging from 
the Degree of Merit with 25 or more points to the Degree of Premier Distinction with 1500 or 
more points.   
 
Due to the incredibly high number of students involved in your speech and debate program and 
the degrees they have earned through competition, you school was names one of the top 
programs in the nation.  This is the most prestigious membership award the Association can 
bestow upon a school.  The designation is remarkable because it demonstrates outstanding 
commitment to teaching students essential life skills-including communication, research, 
listening, writing and organization. 
 
The hard work you have invested to achieve this distinction will pay dividends for years to 
come.  I encourage you to build upon this momentum to ensure that even more students are 
empowered to become engaged citizens, skilled professionals, and honorable leaders in our 
global society. 
 
The National Speech & Debate Association commends your leadership of an active speech and 
debate program.  Keep up the good work, and best wishes for another successful season! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Desert Vista Speech and Debate Team used a strong performance in the final round to 
surge past two schools to win the Mt. View Toro Country Classic Tournament. The Thunder 
spent most of the final day of competition in 3rd place before they rallied to win seven events. 
Senior Elise Lange lead DV in scoring, placing in the top six of all three of her events. Senior 
Elyssa Goswick and Junior Margaret Braun each won a debate event to help the Thunder defeat 
over 50 schools from Arizona and New Mexico. Desert Vista named Sophomore Emma Lee and 
Junior Sana Gill team MVPs for their leadership and strong performances throughout the first 
half of the season. This week the Thunder will send a small team to Illinois to take on some of 
the top speech and debate teams in the United States at the prestigious Glenbrooks 
Tournament. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

2018 U.S. Army All-American Marching Band 
 

On Wednesday, November 22nd, the National Selection Tour for the US Army All-American 
Game will stop by Desert Vista for a special presentation to Adam Martin (trumpet) and Nathan 
Sloan (trombone) at 7:45am in our courtyard amphitheater.  They have been selected to be 
members of the 2018 U.S. Army All-American Marching Band!  The National Association for 
Music Education congratulates Josh Thye, Desert Vista Director of Bands, and the students on 
this prestigious honor.  They will represent the best of high school marching band members and 
will set an example of excellence to their peers. They were selected from hundreds of qualified 
applicants from across the country for their outstanding performance ability, marching skill, 
attention to detail, ability to follow directions, and maturity. 
 

This year (2018) will be the 11th year of the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band 
Program.  We are proud to work with All American Games, the U.S. Army, and the U.S. Army 
Field Band on this program.  It has truly become one of the most prestigious and competitive 
programs in the United States. It remains a true honor in that all expenses of selected students 
are covered.  Since 2008, nearly one thousand high school seniors have taken part in this 
program!  
 
Congratulations to you both!! 
 
 
 

     



 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Fall Orchestra Festival – October 20th 
The Guitar Ensemble, Symphony Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra to participated in the Fall 
Orchestra Festival at Tucson High School.  All three groups did very well! 
 

Guitar Ensemble received a "Superior" rating. 
Symphony Orchestra received a "Superior with Distinction" rating. 
Chamber Orchestra received a "Superior with Distinction" rating. 

 
Congratulations everyone!! 

 
 
DV Music Club 

In the last two years, the DV Music Club has held over 30 successful performances in our 
community, and it looks like this year is going to be another amazing year full of lively 
performances!  On October 21st, they finished their first performance of the year at the 
Ironwood Library's 26th anniversary party! 
 
Coming up in the first weekend of November and on Veteran's Day, the club will be having their 
fall performances at senior centers, the library, and the hospital!  Good luck to all of the 
performers!! 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

AEF A+ School of Excellence Teacher of the Year Luncheon 
 
On November 7th, at the AEF™ Arizona Teacher of the Year Awards Luncheon, Orchestra 
Director and Fine Arts Department Instructional Leader, Dr. Darlene Wedington-Clark was a 
Semifinalist for the 2018 Teacher of the Year Award.  She was accompanied by a few of her 
orchestra students who were asked to play at the event.  Congratulations Dr. Wedington-Clark 
for your nomination! 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
HOSA 
DV HOSA has had yet another successful school supply donation drive for the Phoenix 
Children's Hospital’s 1 Darn Cool School Program! During September and the beginning of 
October, HOSA collected thousands of school supplies. The collected school supplies were then 
given to the Phoenix Children’s Hospital during Fall Break to help students who have been 
hospitalized for a while continue their education so that they are not held back when they 
return to school.  
 



 

 

 
 

Just in the past month, HOSA also held a change drive for NAMI, the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness. They've raised over $700, which will be given to NAMI to raise awareness for 
mental illness and provide support and education to those in need! 

  
All of this success comes from your generosity and support, and has such a positive impact on 
the lives of those who are in desperate need of support! Thank you to all of the DV families who 
donated and helped us reach our goal!  Go Thunder!! 

 

 
 

Sports Highlights: 
 
National Signing Day:  Wednesday, November 8, 2014 
 
MADISON GARNER-VOLLEYBALL-BENEDICTINE COLLEGE, KANSAS 
SHAE NICOLAISEN-SWIMMING-DUKE UNIVERSITY 
DAVIS EVANS-GOLF-ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
ANYA ROSS-GOLF-MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTH DAKOTA 
ABBY HANSEN-VOLLEYBALL-UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
COLE NEWGAARD-BASEBALL-SOUTH MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
RION SIMMS-SOFTBALL-UNIVERISTY OF SAN DIEGO 
JACOB CAVALERI-BASEBALL-GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
LAURA JOHNSON-ROWING-UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 
 

Congratulations student-athletes!! 
 

 



 

 

           

 
 
 
Boys Cross Country 
Written by Senior, Nicholas Thatcher 
 

4-PEAT STATE CHAMPIONS! 
Lightning has struck once again, as the Desert Vista Thunder rolled to their fourth consecutive 
State Championship win. This feat tallies the Thunder’s total State wins to an impressive nine 
Championships! With a mere 34 points, this remarkable squad of runners scored the lowest 
point total of ANY Desert Vista team and was only 2 points away from the Arizona Division I 
record. To give an idea of the staggering dominance of this performance, the 2nd place team, 
the Highland Hawks, was 96 points behind with a score of 130! 
 
This State Champion team was headed by senior Habs Cheney in 2nd place in a time of 15:56. 
He is the only Desert Vista Athlete to have ever broken 16:00 at multiple State meets; the only 
other athlete to have ever broken 16:00 was senior DJ Harris in 2015. Habs ran a season 
personal best of 15:20 at Twilight. 
 
Following Habs was senior Reece Donihi in 5th place in a time of 16:06. He holds the Desert 
Vista record in both the 3-mile and the 5k; Reece ran a blazing 14:28 3-mile at Woodbridge and 
15:18 5k at Twilight. 
 



 

 

Right on the heels of Reece was super-sophomore Sammy Van Alstine in 6th place with a time 
of 16:08. Sammy has had an incredible break-out season this year, and ran his personal best of 
15:21 at Twilight. 
 
The next runner was senior Bryce Schmisseur in 9th place in a time of 16:14. Bryce was 
awarded at the team banquet as the most-improved athlete of the year, a well-deserved honor. 
Bryce’s personal best this season was 15:35, which is a minute and 15 seconds improvement 
from last year! 
 
Following Bryce was senior Nick Thatcher in 13th place in a time of 16:21. Nick ran a personal 
record of 15:43 at Twilight earlier this year. 
 
Team Captain Aksel Laudon was the next Desert Vista athlete, placing 25th in a time of 16:52. 
Aksel has also had a very successful season, with a personal record of 15:36. 
 
Rounding off the team was senior D’Angelo Piasecki in 33rd place in a time of 17:06. Earlier this 
season at Twilight, D’Angelo ran a personal best of 15:29. 
 
Overall, the team competed like Champions; however, this season isn’t over yet. On November 
18th, this Varsity team will compete at Nike Cross Regionals (NXR) against the best of 
Southwest region, including teams from Utah, Colorado, Nevada, and New Mexico, in an 
attempt to qualify for Nike Cross Nationals (NXN). While this is a feat that has never been 
achieved by any Arizona boys team, our intrepid squad of Thunder athletes is more than 
capable. With the hard work and dedication these runners have put in over the years, they have 
the fitness to compete with any other team, even on a national level. 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all the selfless parents and coaches and boosters who have contributed 
so much time and effort over this season. Your efforts are greatly appreciated by all the Desert 
Vista athletes. 
 
GO THUNDER!!!! 

 
 
Girls Cross Country  
The DVCC Girls competed in the Arizona State Cross Country Championships on Saturday, 
November 4th at the Cave Creek Golf Course.   The girls who competed were amazing, to say the 
least!  They ran the race without their number two, three, and five runners; most teams would 
have crumbled under that kind of strain but the Desert Vista girls were relentless in their 
pursuit.  Haley Wolf (senior), Katy Clausen (sophomore), Maddie Shoemaker (sophomore), 
Allison Estrada (sophomore), Soraya Holley (junior), Laurel Froehlich (freshman), and Quinn 
Boardman (freshman) performed above and beyond!  They pulled off a third place finish against 
amazing odds and tough opponents.  Haley Wolf dominated the field with a first place finish 
and is the Arizona State Division 1 Champion.  The team itself showed great spirit by filling the 



 

 

bus to come out and support their seven teammates.  They spread out through the 3.1 mile 
course and gave it their all — cheering and waving signs for the girls who competed.  We as a 
coaching staff and team could not be prouder of all of our Desert Vista Cross Country Student 
Athletes.  It was a great year with many accomplishments and proud moments! 
 

 
 
 

DV Hockey 
Congratulations to the Desert Vista Hockey Players nominated and chosen to play in the All Star 
Game on November 19th at Gila River Arena!  
 
D1 Players 
Forwards -Ethan Briggs, Kole Goldberg 
Defense- Chris Hedgecoke, Matt McBride 
Alternate Forward- Ray Reed 

D3 Players 
Forwards – James Condon, Will Cooley and Aser Mostafa 
Defense – Sean McBride 
Alternate Defense – Curtis Weber 
Alternate Goalie - Macy Eide 
 
JV Players 
Forwards - Chase Thronton 
Defense -Nikolas Tindale 
Goalie – Steven Noffke 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
The Arizona High School Hockey Association's 2017 All Star Event is an opportunity to showcase 
our top players who demonstrate excellent performance skills, team play, leadership and a 
positive image for AHSHA and the high school they represent. Players named to their respective 
division All Star Team were first nominated by their coach and voted on by other coaches 
within their division. 
 
 

Wrestling 
Congratulations to the wrestling teams last night.  The varsity destroyed Dobson 73-6.  The 
varsity fell short losing to Hamilton 33-35.  The JV wrestling came out strong winning 38-0 over 
Dobson and cruised over Hamilton 52-9.  The freshmen opened their season winning three 
straight: Frosh 52-21 over Perry; Frosh 48-24 over Hamilton and rolled 84-0 over Dobson. 
 

 

 
College and University Information: 
 
College Visits 
College visits after fall break include USC, Colorado State, Columbia, and Carleton! Don't miss 
these opportunities! For more information and to sign up to attend, visit the Counseling 
Calendar. 
 
 

https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar
https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Additional Information: 
 
Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations 
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the 
community.  Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to 
Ms. Shawna Thue. 

 
 
Peer Tutoring 
 

Did you know that we have Peer Tutoring before and after school? We accept walk-ins or you can 

schedule an appoint here https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/. See below for 

details.  

 

Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization (DVPTO) is a school-wide resource for Every Student in 

Every Subject. With 100-trained tutors and 8 teacher-supervisors, DVPTO offers quality peer 

tutoring services before and after school. In addition to tutoring, DVPTO offers a study hall for all 

students. 
 

Where:  Faculty Cafeteria 

  

Day  Times Available - Before School 
Times 

Available - 
After School 

Monday  N/A 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Tuesday  7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Wednesday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 2:15 – 3:15 p.m. 

Thursday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Friday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m.   N/A 

   
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIW94sgnaN6SQq0HIsfa12hKcnH5ZoLFnWEbOfKQdRUmNaoA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/


 

 

 
 
 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Illegal Parking on 30th Street by the Park  
Please be advised that the Phoenix Police Department noted that students are illegally parking 
near the park on 30th Street by our school and they have received several complaints about the 
illegal parking.  They stated that they will need to start writing parking tickets if the illegal 
parking continues.  Desert Vista Administration is urging students not park in the posted "no 
parking" areas. 

 
 
Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee 
Hello DV Parents!  Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff 
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five 
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of 
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV 
Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
committee, please let us know.  If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing! 
 

Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level 
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your 

mailto:DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com


 

 

son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our 
wondering staff here at DV! 

 
School ID’s for School Bus Riders:   Please make sure that your child has his or her student 

ID when getting on the bus as it is a requirement for them to show the driver their ID when 
riding the bus.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that the process 
can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.  Beginning on August 28th, students will be 
required to show an ID or they will be denied transportation.  Newly enrolled students will be 
allowed to show a printed schedule with a signature of an appropriate staff member until an ID 
has been issued.  We appreciate your continued efforts and support to ensure students are 
transported safely to and from school.  

 
Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot 
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to 
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.   
 
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of 
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and 
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.  Also, you 
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair 
distance away from homes.  We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.  

 

Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road.  We 
ask that you please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and 
cautious during drop off and pick up.  We encourage early arrival so our students can frequent 
the library, get assistance from their teachers and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards.  We 
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures. 
 
 



 

 

No Hoverboards on Campus 

The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in 
popularity.  Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, 
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians.  With student and staff safety in mind, 
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus. 
 

 

 
Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a point of sale system for Food Service.  It is user friendly and very innovative.  Even 
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
3.  We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Please note:  All Free/Reduced Lunch applications need to be submitted to the Food & 
Nutrition department by September 7th for uninterrupted service. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 
 
   
 

ATTENTION: Juniors and Seniors 
If you regularly (or even occasionally) carpool, bike, bus or walk to school, we encourage you to 
register as a 2017-18 Alternative Mode User (AMU) in our Tempe Union High School District 
Trip Reduction Program. Once registered as an AMU, you will be entered in our monthly prize 
drawings to win such things as movie tickets and gift cards!!! 
 
Please click here to become a registered AMU for this school year. It's quick & easy - 
and you could be our next prize winner!!! 
 

 

 
Silver Apple Award Nominations 2017-2018       
Please click here to nominate your favorite teacher! 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeR_TqnYIjfvGsTXIZc4SVrHafPIQ6zcNDtO9m4TxTRs8law/viewform
http://www.azfamily.com/story/36234781/silver-apple-nominations-for-2017-18-school-year-open-now


 

 

 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed 
3:30pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 

Upcoming Pesticide Application – December 27, 2017 
 
 

GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 


